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	BILSTON  PRIMARY  SCHOOL

PARK AVENUE
BILSTON   

MIDLOTHIAN   EH25 9SD
Telephone   0131 444 9021
Mrs Sheryl Wallace
Head Teacher


16th May 2018

Dear Parent/Carers

We have had a busy start to the final term of our school year.

Curriculum

Our youngest children have begun a series of outdoor learning sessions with Mrs Thomas and Mrs Stewart.  They head off to the woods every Wednesday morning in a small group and spend their nursery session building dens, exploring nature and undertaking a variety of ‘natural’ activities.   Everyone, children and adults, are thoroughly enjoying the experience and the children are noticeably calmer and more confident as a result.

Pupils in P1, P4 and P7 have all recently completed national assessments in literacy and numeracy.  These are assessments that are carried out across Scotland.   Our pupils have worked very hard and our results are positive.  Well done to them all.
P7 pupils have recently begun a series of transition visits to Beeslack High School.   They will participate in a variety of sessions including Home Economics, Science, Social Studies and IT followed by a 3 day visit in early June.
All children participated in a set of African drumming workshops.  They were noisy, rhythmical, energetic and enthusiastic.   Well done to them all!

Enterprise Activities

P3/4/5 recently led a very successful ceilidh for their fellow pupils and family and friends.   They led everyone in the dancing (brilliantly!) and then provided refreshments for their families and friends.   This was their enterprise project and they successfully raised £52.03.  P5/6/7 made Christmas decorations in December, also making a tidy profit.  P2/3 and P1 are planning their Enterprise projects now.  More details to follow.  All money raised by the children will go towards their end of term trip.
Performances

Children from nursery, P1 and P2 recently enjoyed a visit from Clydebuilt Puppet Theatre who performed Rapunzel.  It was a fun-filled and exciting performance and well-received by the children.
P3 children are due to go to a performance of Gretel and Hansel in May and P4-7 will attend Eddie and the Slumber Sisters. Both performances are part of Imaginate,   the Edinburgh International Children’s Festival.
Staffing Changes

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Dutton to the staff.   She will teach P3/4/5 on a Wednesday and Thursday, complementing Ms Easton’s days of Monday and Tuesday.  They will teach alternate Fridays.

Mrs Woods has returned to class teaching now and will work with P2/3 every Wednesday and Thursday.  Ms Harkins will continue to teach P2/3 every Monday, Tuesday and Friday morning.

Mr Clinkscale, Learning Assistant left us on Monday to take up a permanent position.   We are very grateful for all his hard work during the last 18 months.  He will be missed by both children and staff.   We wish him well in the future.

Dates for your diary
21 May

In-service  - children off

30 May

P3 trip to Brunton Theatre to see Gretel and Hansel
31 May
P4,5,6 and 7 trip to Southside Community Centre to see Eddie and the Slumber Sisters


6, 7 and 8 June
P7s transition days at Beeslack

13 June

Parent Council AGM

14 June

1.30 pm Sports Afternoon

21 June

1.30 pm Sports Afternoon (if cancelled on 14th June)
22 June

P1 Assembly (including Enterprise activity) – 9am
22 June

P2/3 Healthy Eating Cafe (Enterprise activity) – 11am
22 June

Reports issued

25 June

Nursery trip to 5 Sisters zoo

28 June  

P7 Leavers’ Assembly and P7 Parents’ Reception – 1.30pm
28 June

Nursery Graduation Ceremony and Picnic
29 June

Nursery closed




School closes at 12 noon

Further dates and details will follow in the near future about class end of term trips, nursery transition dates, sports event and stay and play sessions  as our arrangements are confirmed.

Yours sincerely

Sheryl Wallace

Head Teacher
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