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Personal, Social and Emotional Development Policy
Aims
· To foster all aspects of children’s personal, social and emotional development

· To encourage and support each child, to the best of our professional ability, in a caring and sensitive manner

· To work in partnership with parents and other professionals in order to share and gain knowledge of the children
· To build up a folder for each child containing written observations and summaries, photographs and examples of work (Learning Stories)

· To give ownership of his/her folder to the child and encourage him/her to select materials for it

· To encourage sharing of the child’s folder with parents and encourage contributions from home

· To provide a stable, safe environment where children’s needs and development can be supported

· To recognise each child as an individual with his/her own characteristics, thoughts and feelings and to value all children as individuals

· To be sensitive to individual needs at all times

· To ensure that children have good self-esteem, confidence and socialising skills within the class/group

Objectives 

· Develop children’s confidence, self-esteem and a sense of security

· Support children to care for themselves and their personal safety

· Develop children’s independence, for example in dressing and personal hygiene

· Encourage perseverance in tasks that at first present some difficulties

· Support children to express feelings, needs and preferences appropriately 
· Encourage children to form positive relationships with other children and adults, and to develop particular friendships with other children

· Support children to be aware of and respect the needs and feelings of others in their behaviour, and to learn to follow rules

· Support children to make and express choices, plans and decisions

· Support children to play co-operatively, take turns and share resources

· Encourage awareness that the celebration of cultural and religious festivals is important in people’s lives

· Support children to develop positive attitudes towards others whose gender, language, religion or culture, for example, is different from their own

· Encourage children to care for the environment and for other people in the community 
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In emotional, personal and social development, children should learn to:

· Develop confidence, self-esteem and a sense of security
· Care for themselves and their personal safety

· Develop independence, for example in dressing and personal hygiene

· Persevere in tasks that at first present some difficulties

· Express appropriately feelings, needs and preferences

· Form positive relationships with other children and adults, and  begin to develop particular friendships with other children

· Become aware of and respect the needs and feelings of other in their behaviour, and learn to follow rules

· Make and express choices, plans and decisions

· Play co-operatively, take turns and share resources

· Become aware that the celebration of cultural and religious festivals is important in people’s lives

· Develop positive attitudes towards others whose gender, language, religion or culture, for example, is different from their own

· Care for the environment and for other people in the community.
