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COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE POLICY
Aim

In Bilston Nursery classes, we aim to provide a quality programme for developing children’s communication and language in accordance with the experiences and outcomes, principles and entitlements promoted within Curriculum for Excellence along with other appropriate advice and recommendations relevant to pre-school children.  This will be achieved by providing a stimulating and safe environment where each child is valued and encouraged to develop his/her communication and language skills at an appropriate pace.
Objectives
· Children are given opportunities for socialising and making relationships with other children and adults.

· Children are encouraged to express their own thoughts, needs, feelings and preferences.

· Children’s home language is valued in order to allow them to freely express themselves in play and social activities.

· Listening skills are developed through a wide range of music, songs, stories, rhymes and conversation.

· Books provided in the nursery are of the highest quality and include both fiction and non-fiction.  Children will be encouraged to develop a love of books and stories and to use books for a variety of reasons e.g. enjoyment, finding information, appreciating illustrations, to allay fears.

· Children are encouraged to develop a curiosity about letters, words and sounds and to recognise their own name (e.g. in the art area).

· Children are exposed to a wide range of environmental print and a variety of reading materials.

· Drawing and writing are always available and children's related development observed, monitored and assessed by staff.

· A variety of tools and media are available for writing and drawing.
· Bi-lingual children are supported by staff. Their native tongue is valued and actively encouraged.

· Children with specific communication needs are supported appropriately by nursery staff or other professionals, as necessary.
In order to achieve these aims and objectives in communication and language, children will be supported to:-
· Have fun with language and making stories

· Listen to other children and adults during social activities and play
· Listen with enjoyment and respond to stories, songs, music, rhymes and other poetry
· Listen and respond to the sounds and rhythm of words in stories, songs, music and rhymes
· Pay attention to information and instructions from an adult
· Talk to other children or with an adult about themselves and their experiences
· Express needs, thoughts and feelings with increasing confidence in speech and non-verbal language
· Take part in short and more extended conversation
· Use speech during role play and re-tell a story or rhyme
· Use language for a variety of purposes, for example to describe, explain, predict, ask questions and develop ideas
· Use books to find interesting information
· Recognise the link between the written and spoken word
· Understand some of the language and layout of books
· Develop an awareness of letter names and sounds in the context of play experiences
· Use their own drawings and written marks to express ideas and feelings
· Experiment with symbols, letters and, in some cases, words in writing
· Recognise some familiar words and letters, for example the initial letter in their name.
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